
Afternoon tea is a favorite ritual for Lisa Tung, director and curator of the  
Bakalar and Paine galleries at Massachusetts College of Art and Design; it’s her one moment devoted completely  

to unwinding with friends. Though she occasionally sips at the Four Seasons, the South Ender would love  
to host her own party—if only she had artist Cindy Sherman’s 21-piece tea set ($7,000), available at the Barbara Krakow  

Gallery. “The color borders on kitsch, and the pictures of Cindy as Madame de Pompadour are ingenious,”  
Tung says.“From the small single knots on the handleshappily merges art and food for everyday.”
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As president and executive 
director of the French 
Cultural Center in Boston, 
Catheline van den Branden 
values both history and 
European design. No doubt 
that’s why she fell for this 
sculptural floor lamp 
($5,000), crafted by Spanish 
designer Mario Fortuny in 
1907, as soon as she spotted 
it at South Boston’s Machine 
Age. The legendary piece is 
“functional and resolutely 
modern and elegant,” says 
van den Branden, who 
imagines it fitting perfectly 
in a large space like a loft.  
“It has a very masculine side 
to it, but in the right light,  
it’s also very subtle.”
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Light
Catheline van den Branden 
puts an iconic 20th-century 
lamp at the top of her wish 
list. by anne vickman
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